
Housegroup Study Notes – 18th January 2017 

Matthew 2:13-23 

Protecting the Deposit 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme of Studies 

Jan 4 Matthew 2:1-12 The visit of the Magi  

Jan 18 Matthew 2:13-23 Escape to Egypt; Return to Nazareth 

Feb 1 Matthew 3:1-17 John the Baptist prepares the way; The Baptism of Jesus 

Feb 15 Matthew 4:1-25 Jesus is tested in the wilderness; Jesus begins to preach 

Mar 1 Matthew 5:1-16 The Sermon on the Mount: Beatitudes; Salt and light 

Mar 15 Matthew 5: 17-26 The fulfilment of the law; Murder 

Mar 29 Matthew 5:27-32, 19:3-11 Adultery; Divorce 

Apr 5 Matthew 5:33-37 Oaths 

 

 

  



The Geopolitical Context 

 

 

Herod the Great died in 4BC. His Kingdom was divided.  

One of his sons, Archelaus ruled Judea, Samaria and Idumea. 

He was so hated by the Jews that Caesar Augustus removed him to exile in France to prevent a revolt. 

 

Read the Passage. 

  



 

Q1 How does God communicate with people in Matthew 2? 

 

• Through the stars to the Magi 

• Through the scriptures to Herod 

• Through dreams to the Magi and to Joseph 

 

How does God communicate with us today? 

 

• Primarily through the scriptures and what is referred to as “God given rationality. That 

doesn’t rule out the unusual, but we have the opportunity to “weight it” under scripture. 

 

Q2 What important feature of Matthew’s gospel is illustrated in verse 15, 18 and 23? 

 

• Strong link back to prophecies from the Old Testament 

• Matthew’s primary audience is Jews and he wants to show that Jesus is the fulfilment of OT 

prophecy. 

 

What prophecies are referred to in this passage? 

 

• v15: Hosea. “Out of Egypt I called my son” 

• v18: The slaughter of the innocents 

• v23: He would be called a Nazarene 

 

The OT prophets never actually say that the Messiah will come from Nazareth but rather the 

general theme of the OT Prophets is that the Messiah would be despised in a comparable to the 

way in which the town of Nazareth was despised in Jesus’ day. 

 

Q3 The slaughter of the innocents (maybe 10-30 boys under 2 in a place the size of Bethlehem) shows 

the lengths someone will go to “fight off the truth” and stop it getting to them.  

 

Has any one in the group experienced a similar, probably less drastic, path of resistance to the 

claims of God? 

 

Q4 We saw last time that Herod the Great was not a good man. He died in 4BC. Looking at the map, 

how might Jesus and his parents have travelled back from Egypt to Israel and why? 

 

• Through the white area, where the Romans were in control 

• Avoiding Jerusalem, where the Jewish authorities shared Herod’s attitude to Jesus 

• Probably between the River Jordan and the sea 

 

Q5 Nazareth is in the lower Galilean hills, halfway between the Mediterranean Sea and the Sea of 

Galilee, and at that time relatively small. (c200 to 1,600). 

 

Why did Mary and Joseph travel to Nazareth? 

 

• It was their home town 

 

Has anyone in the group been prompted by God to move home? 

 

 



Guarding The Deposit 

 

2 Timothy 1:13-14: 

 

13. What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus.  

14. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you – guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives 

in us. 

 

The Anglican Communion and the Church of England, its “mother Church” is facing critical decisions, 

primarily relating to whether a church can pray for invoke the blessing of God on those wanting to be in a 

committed relationship which will involve same-sex sexual practice. 

We are considering this now because 

1. It is likely to be a topic of discussion at the upcoming General Synod of the Church of England on 

13th-17th February. We need to pray for the Synod and for Chris Fry from St. Mary’s who is a 

member of the House of Laity. 

 

2. Ultimately, St. Mary’s as a congregation needs to decide where it stands on the issue. That may 

involve difficult decisions about our relationship to the Church of England. We need to pray about 

this, so that when the time comes we are in a position to make the right decision.  

IMPORTANT OBSERVATION: 

 

This debate has been fuelled by the subject of same-sex relationships, but is really about the church’s 

teaching on any sexual relationships outside of heterosexual marriage. 

 

 

The Church of England is an apostolic church. 

The Nicene Creed: “We believe in one catholic [universal] and apostolic church”. 

Canon 1 of the Church of England: “The Church of England, established according to the laws of this realm 

under the Queen’s Majesty, belongs to the true and apostolic Church of Christ.” 

Q1 What did the apostles teach on the issue of sexual practice? 

  

Read 1 Thessalonians 4: 1-8 

 

1. As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please 

God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more 

and more.  

2. For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

3. It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality;  

4. that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and 

honourable,  

5. not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God;  

6. and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The 

Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before.  

7. For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.  



8. Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the 

very God who gives you his Holy Spirit. 

 

Hebrews 13:4 

 

4. Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 

adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 

 

Mark 10: 6-9 

 

6. “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’  

7. ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,  

8. and the two will become one flesh.’So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  

9. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 

CS Lewis (Mere Christianity) 

 

There is no getting away from it, the Christian rule is “Either marriage with complete faithfulness to 

your partner, or else total abstinence.” 

 

Q2 How important was this issue for them? Was it an essential ‘first-order’ issue relating to the very 

nature of the Gospel. 

 

Reread 1 Thessalonians verse 8. Is there any doubt? 

  

Q3 What are the choices facing the Church of England? 

 

1. Maintain the existing official status quo 

2. To allow a priest with the agreement of the PCC to mark the formation of a permanent 

same-sex relationship but should be under no obligation to do so [the current de facto 

position] 

3. A full acceptance of same-sex relationships  

 

Consider the implications of question 2 and the use of God’s name. 

 

Exodus 20v7 

7. ‘You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone 

guiltless who misuses his name. 

 

Q4 Organisations alternatives.  

 

The Anglican Church (and the Church of England) is divided into provinces, each under the authority 

of an Archbishop. 

 

The Church of England currently has two provinces, Canterbury and York. Dioceses and parishes are 

allocated to provinces according to geography. 

 

The table below shows  a number of alternatives. 

 

For each of the options other than A, congregations would elect which province to associate with.  

 



CURRENT 

OFFICIAL 

POSITION 

 

OPTION A Create a third province headed by an Archbishop which permits blessing of 

same-sex relationships 

OPTION B Split the Church of England, with the Archbishop of Canterbury overseeing 

Traditionalists and the Archbishop of York overseeing congregations which 

want to bless same-sex relationships. 

OPTION C Both Canterbury and York permitting blessing of same-sex relationships, and a 

third province headed by an Archbishop to oversee congregations that want to 

“opt-out” of the blessing of same sex relationships. 

OPTION D No support for the “apostolic community” within the Church of England. 

 

What do we think? 

 

What do we do next? 

 

 



 

Matthew 2:13-23 

 NIV ESV Amplified Bible New Living Translation The Message 

 THE ESCAPE TO EGYPT THE FLIGHT TO EGYPT THE FLIGHT TO EGYPT THE ESCAPE TO EGYPT  

13 When they had gone, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream. ‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the 

child and his mother and escape to 

Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 

Herod is going to search for the child 

to kill him.’ 

Now when they had departed, behold, 

an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child 

and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 

remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 

about to search for the child, to destroy 

him." 

Now when they had gone, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Get up! Take the Child and His 

mother and flee to Egypt, and remain 

there until I tell you; for Herod intends to 

search for the Child in order to destroy 

Him.” 

After the wise men were gone, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream. “Get up! Flee to Egypt 

with the child and his mother,” the 

angel said. “Stay there until I tell you 

to return, because Herod is going to 

search for the child to kill him.” 

After the scholars were gone, God’s angel showed up 

again in Joseph’s dream and commanded, “Get up. 

Take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt. Stay 

until further notice. Herod is on the hunt for this child, 

and wants to kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his 

mother during the night and left for 

Egypt, 

And he rose and took the child and his 

mother by night and departed to Egypt 

So Joseph got up and took the Child and 

His mother while it was still night, and left 

for Egypt. 

That night Joseph left for Egypt with 

the child and Mary, his mother, 

Joseph obeyed. He got up, took the child and his 

mother under cover of darkness. They were out of 

town and well on their way by daylight. They lived in 

Egypt until Herod’s death. This Egyptian exile fulfilled 

what Hosea had preached: “I called my son out of 

Egypt.” 

 

15 where he stayed until the death of 

Herod. And so was fulfilled what the 

Lord had said through the prophet: 

‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’ 

and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord 

had spoken by the prophet, "Out of 

Egypt I called my son." 

He remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord 

had spoken by the prophet [Hosea]: “Out 

of Egypt I called My Son.” 

and they stayed there until Herod’s 

death. This fulfilled what the Lord had 

spoken through the prophet: “I called 

my Son out of Egypt.” 

  HEROD KILLS THE CHILDREN HEROD SLAUGHTERS THE BABIES   

16 When Herod realised that he had 

been outwitted by the Magi, he was 

furious, and he gave orders to kill all 

the boys in Bethlehem and its 

vicinity who were two years old and 

under, in accordance with the time 

he had learned from the Magi. 

Then Herod, when he saw that he had 

been tricked by the wise men, became 

furious, and he sent and killed all the 

male children in Bethlehem and in all 

that region who were two years old or 

under, according to the time that he had 

ascertained from the wise men.  

Then Herod, when he realized that he had 

been tricked by the magi, was extremely 

angry, and he sent [soldiers] and put to 

death all the male children in Bethlehem 

and in all that area who were two years 

old and under, according to the date 

which he had learned from the magi. 

Herod was furious when he realized 

that the wise men had outwitted him. 

He sent soldiers to kill all the boys in 

and around Bethlehem who were two 

years old and under, based on the 

wise men’s report of the star’s first 

appearance. 

Herod, when he realized that the scholars had tricked 

him, flew into a rage. He commanded the murder of 

every little boy two years old and under who lived in 

Bethlehem and its surrounding hills. (He determined 

that age from information he’d gotten from the 

scholars.) That’s when Jeremiah’s sermon was fulfilled: 

A sound was heard in Ramah, 

weeping and much lament. 

Rachel weeping for her children, 

Rachel refusing all solace, 

Her children gone, 

dead and buried. 

 

 

17 Then what was said through the 

prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 

the prophet Jeremiah: 

Then what had been spoken through 

Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 

Herod’s brutal action fulfilled what 

God had spoken through the prophet 

Jeremiah: 

18 ‘A voice is heard in Ramah, 

weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

and refusing to be comforted, 

because they are no more.’ 

"A voice was heard in Ramah, 

weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

she refused to be comforted, because 

they are no more." 

“A voice was heard in  Ramah, 

Weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

She refused to be comforted, 

Because they were no more.” 

“A cry was heard in Ramah— 

weeping and great mourning. 

Rachel weeps for her children, 

refusing to be comforted, 

for they are dead.” 

 THE RETURN TO NAZARETH THE RETURN TO NAZARETH  THE RETURN TO NAZARETH  

19 After Herod died, an angel of the 

Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph 

in Egypt 

But when Herod died, behold, an angel 

of the Lord appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt, 

But when Herod died, an angel of the Lord 

appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 

and said, 

When Herod died, an angel of the 

Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt. 

Later, when Herod died, God’s angel appeared in a 

dream to Joseph in Egypt: “Up, take the child and his 

mother and return to Israel. All those out to murder 

the child are dead.” 

 

20 and said, ‘Get up, take the child and 

his mother and go to the land of 

Israel, for those who were trying to 

take the child’s life are dead.’ 

saying, "Rise, take the child and his 

mother and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who sought the child's life are 

dead." 

“Get up! Take the Child and His mother, 

and go to the land of Israel; for those who 

sought the Child’s life are dead.” 

“Get up!” the angel said. “Take the 

child and his mother back to the land 

of Israel, because those who were 

trying to kill the child are dead.” 

21 So he got up, took the child and his 

mother and went to the land of 

Israel. 

And he rose and took the child and his 

mother and went to the land of Israel. 

Then Joseph got up, and took the Child 

and His mother, and came into the land of 

Israel. 

So Joseph got up and returned to the 

land of Israel with Jesus and his 

mother. 

Joseph obeyed. He got up, took the child and his 

mother, and reentered Israel. When he heard, though, 

that Archelaus had succeeded his father, Herod, as king 

in Judea, he was afraid to go there. But then Joseph 

was directed in a dream to go to the hills of Galilee. On 

arrival, he settled in the village of Nazareth. This move 

was a fulfillment of the prophetic words, “He shall be 

called a Nazarene.” 

22 But when he heard that Archelaus 

was reigning in Judea in place of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go 

there. Having been warned in a 

But when he heard that Archelaus was 

reigning over Judea in place of his father 

Herod, he was afraid to go there, and 

being warned in a dream he withdrew 

to the district of Galilee. 

But when he heard that Archelaus was 

ruling over Judea in place of his father 

Herod [the Great], he was afraid to go 

there. Then being warned by God in a 

dream, he left for the region of Galilee, 

But when he learned that the new 

ruler of Judea was Herod’s son 

Archelaus, he was afraid to go there. 

Then, after being warned in a dream, 

he left for the region of Galilee. 



dream, he withdrew to the district 

of Galilee, 

 

 

23 and he went and lived in a town 

called Nazareth. So was fulfilled 

what was said through the prophets, 

that he would be called a Nazarene. 

And he went and lived in a city called 

Nazareth, so that what was spoken by 

the prophets might be fulfilled, that he 

would be called a Nazarene. 

and went and settled in a city called 

Nazareth. This was to fulfill what was 

spoken through the prophets: “He shall be 

called a Nazarene.” 

So the family went and lived in a town 

called Nazareth. This fulfilled what the 

prophets had said: “He will be called a 

Nazarene.” 

 

  



 


